
 

 

 

 

 

 

FLORIDA FRONTIERS 

THE WEEKLY RADIO MAGAZINE OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

CONTACT: Ben Brotemarkle  

e-mail: Ben.Brotemarkle@myfloridahistory.org  or call: 321-690-1971 ext. 201 

 

Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical Society is a weekly, half-

hour radio program airing on public radio stations throughout the state beginning in January 

2009.  The program is a combination of interview segments and produced features covering 

history-based events, exhibitions, activities, places and people in Florida.  We explore the 

relevance of Florida history to contemporary society and promote awareness of heritage and 

culture tourism options in the state.   

 

The first program, airing during the first full week of January 2009, includes a conversation with 

Patrick Smith--author of the much loved Florida novel A Land Remembered, a feature on 

Florida’s role in the Cuban Missile Crisis, and a remembrance of Florida Folk Singer Bobby Hicks.  

 

PREMIERING IN JANUARY ON THESE PUBLIC RADIO STATIONS: 

 

90.7 WMFE  ORLANDO  THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 6:30 BEGINNING 1/8/2009 

 

88.1 WUWF  PENSACOLA  THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 5:30 BEGINNING 1/8/2009 

 

89.5 WFIT  MELBOURNE  SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 7:00 BEGINNING 1/11/2009 

 

88.9 WQCS  FT. PIERCE (HD2) SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 7:00 BEGINNING 1/11/2009 

 

ADDITIONAL STATIONS EXPECTED TO ADD FLORIDA FRONTIERS LATER IN 2009 INCLUDE:  

WMNF TAMPA, WJCT JACKSONVILLE, WGCU FT. MYERS, AND OTHERS THROUGHOUT THE 

STATE 

THE PROGRAM IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT www.myfloridahistory.org. 



 

 

 

BEN BROTEMARKLE, PRODUCER AND HOST  
From 1992-2000, Ben Brotemarkle was creator, producer, and 

host of the hour-long radio magazine The Arts Connection on 

90.7 WMFE in Orlando.  More recently he has produced and 

hosted a series of award-winning television documentaries.  

Brotemarkle has been named Distinguished Educator and 

Endowed Faculty Chair of Academic Excellence at Brevard 

Community College where he teaches a course on the 

Humanities in Florida.  Dr. Brotemarkle holds a Ph.D. in 

Humanities with a specialization in Florida History, has written 

five books on the history and culture of the state, and is 

Executive Director of the Florida Historical Society. 

 

 

 

JANIE GOULD, ASSISTANT PRODUCER  
Janie Gould is a Florida Native and University of Florida 

journalism graduate.  Gould has served as the Oral History 

Specialist at public radio station WQCS in Ft. Pierce since 2005.  

She has recorded interviews with more than 250 people who’ve 

talked about everything from manatee hunting and frog gigging 

in rural Florida to German POWs held in the state, among many 

other topics.  Gould has produced many radio programs and 

documentaries, and in 2007 launched the popular “Floridays” 

features on WQCS, which received the Hampton Dunn 

Broadcasting Award.  She also serves on the Florida Historical 

Society Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

BILL DUDLEY, ASSISTANT PRODUCER  
Bill Dudley has been involved in radio since high school in the 

1960s.  Through the 70s he worked as a DJ at several Tampa Bay 

Area commercial stations.  Since then he's done volunteer 

programming at Community Radio WMNF in Tampa.  In between 

he's made a living as a painter, recording engineer and, most 

recently, videographer.  Since 1993 he's produced a series of radio 

reports for the Florida Humanities Council which have run on many 

of the state's NPR stations.  An outdoorsy guy, Bill enjoys mountain 

biking and kayaking, along with swing dancing and playing guitar in 

several old-time music bands. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
Established in 1856, The Florida Historical Society is the oldest cultural organization in Florida 

and the only state-wide historical society.  Florida Frontiers will join the acclaimed academic 

journal The Florida Historical Quarterly and the publications of the Florida Historical Society 

Press as another powerful tool to fulfill the Society’s mission of collecting and disseminating 

information about the history of Florida.  This exciting and entertaining program will reach a 

wide audience not previously accessed by the Society.  Visit the Florida Historical Society online 

at www.myfloridahistory.org. 

 

 
 

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY THANKS OUR PROGRAM 

SPONSORS: 

 
 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLORIDA FRONTIERS: THE WEEKLY RADIO MAGAZINE OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS 

MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY THE FLORIDA HUMANITIES COUNCIL AND THE NATIONAL 

ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES.  IT’S ALSO MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY THE JESSIE BALL 

DUPONT FUND—AND BY THE BREVARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS THROUGH THE 

BREVARD CULTURAL ALLIANCE, INCORPORATED. 
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